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NAPOLEOFS SIGNATURES. 



Fob those who believe that the varying phases of change in 
the human mind or the peculiar thoughts or actions of certain 
periods of individual life are reflected in chirography, a com- 
parison of the signatures of the G-reat Napoleon, at different stages 
of his career, will be of interest. 

It was a German writer who first seems, some time ago, to 
have noticed the strange diversity of these autographs. If we 
may judge by the examples before us, it can apparently be 
said that they began to tend downward only after the de- 
cline in power and prosperity of this " child of destiny," who 
trusted implicitly in his star, until the campaign of Eussia 
and the gathering hosts of his foes finally shook the faith which 
had led him to successive victories. If for no other reason than 
for amusing speculation, some of his signatures, taken at intervals, 
are here reproduced. 

The following is taken from a letter dated 1793, addressed to 
the " Directory." It is in the nature of a claim for moneys due 
to Captain Buonaparte : 

The next bears the date of the 13th Pructidor, year IV., and is 
the autograph of General Buonaparte at the headquarters of the 
French army, Berlin : 
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The next is the signature of Napoleon, Emperor of the French, 
1804: 




The following is appended to a proclamation after the battle of 
Austerlitz, and written in the flush of victory : 




After the campaign of 1806, we find the following 




On the 21st September, 1812, by the light of burning Moscow, 
he wrote thus : 




Then follow these strange devices : October 6th, 1813, still in 
retreat from Russia : 
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Erfurt, October 23d, 1813, after defeat at Leipzig ; 




V 

Fontainebleau, 4tli of April, 1814 : 




St. Helena : 




Believers in the revelations of chirography, among whom I do 
not claim a place, will find proofs strong as Holy Writ in this 
signature of the Exile of St. Helena. Both his signature and 
career had then reached their lowest "point of decline." 

Allen- Thoekdike Eice. 



